
                                                   
 
                                           Gerry “Farmer” Reddy 
 
One of the best known sports names in the city, Gerry Farmer Reddy has been involved in the sport 
of basketball since a young boy playing for his Holy Cross Crusaders.  
 
Gerry became interested in refereeing when he was 15 years old, playing at Holy Cross. Mr. Bill 
Redden was putting off a clinic at Prince of Wales Collegiate and Gerry was encouraged to attend it. 
After completing the clinic, he was given the opportunity to officiate some Junior High School games 
and found out he really enjoyed doing them. From then on Gerry became a full fledged member of 
SJABO, highly respected by everyone and continued his refereeing career for the next 30 plus years, 
before retiring.  
 
Farmer says, Bill Connolly was one of the senior refs at the time he started and became his mentor, 
as he had for many new referees at that time. Reddy goes on to say that Bill taught him a lot about 
officiating from positioning on the court to learning how to deal with situations as they arose. Gerry 
says he became a better referee because of Bill Connolly. 
 
Gerry officiated thousands of games over his long career, from minor to high school and both the 
men’s and ladies leagues. He also refereed numerous NLBA Provincial tournaments at all levels and 
SSNL, 4A, 3A and 2A championships and was selected to do a number of championship games in 
these tournaments. 
 
One of the highlights for Farmer was earning his NABO level 4 rating, something he was very proud 
of. It was a great accomplishment. 
 
He goes on to say his favourite tournament to referee was the Masters Tournament which was always 
fun because everyone was usually there to have a good time.It also gave him a chance to renew old 
friendships from across the province. 
 
Gerry travelled to many parts of the province over the years, representing SJABO at various 
tournaments. He says the players, the coaches and the fans were great and it gave him the 
opportunity to meet and make many new friends. He says he still considers all of the friends today. 
 
 



Farmer was a valuable member to SJABO for all of his 30 plus years as an official. His willingness to 
help new and upcoming officials was outstanding. He was always willing to offer advice to anyone 
who needed help. When asked what he would say to new referees starting out today, he said: 
 
“Make sure you are committed to the job.If not it will only become a chore.Blow your whistle strong, 
with authority so the players, coaches and fans know you are making the right calls”. 
 
 
 
 
 


